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Malham Tarn archaeology walk
Uncover the history of Malham Moor on this archaeology trail. This moderate circular walk begins by discovering remains of a Roman
military camp and Iron Age settlements, before passing an authentic 16th-century Yorkshire Dales farmstead. You'll later walk in the
footsteps of monks from Fountains' Abbey down to Malham Tarn, which has welcomed human activity since before the Bronze Age.
There's also the chance to learn how drovers came from as far as Scotland to trade sheep.

Information

Address: Roadside parking, Settle, North Yorkshire,
BD24 9PS

OS map: Explorer OL02

Activity: Walking

Moderate: Mostly fields and unmade tracks. For further
details, please see Terrain section.

Dog friendly: Well-behaved, controlled dogs are
welcome. Be vigilant near livestock, especially those
with young. Keep dogs on leads and under control. If
approached by cows, move away carefully and, if
necessary, let go of your dog's lead – the dog will
outrun the cows. Watch out for local notices for
seasonal restrictions in woodland or farmland, such as
lambing season or when ground-nesting birds are
raising their young, March–July.

Full trail: Miles: 5.5 (km: 8.8)

Access: Easy

Duration: 3 hours - 4 hours

Terrain

This trail mostly follows paths across fields and
unmade tracks, with one short steep uphill section. The
route can be muddy after wet weather.

Total steps: 8

Start point: Roadside parking, Settle, North Yorkshire, BD24 9PS. Grid ref: SD905656

End point: Roadside parking, Settle, North Yorkshire, BD24 9PS. Grid ref: SD905656

Pass through the gate and head east on Mastiles Lane, keeping the dry-stone wall on
your right, for 1 mile (1.6km).

1.

Just before you cross a ford, turn left to follow the footpath across the north-east
corner of the Roman Camp up over Gordale Beck and towards Middle House Farm.
Once near the farm, head through a gateway and bear right, heading across fields to
join the road into the farm.

2.

Optional detour: Head through Middle House Farm and wander up the hill to the left of
the farm towards Old Middle House. Alternatively, to skip the detour, head straight to
Step 5.

3.

From Old Middle House, retrace your steps back down the hill to Middle House Farm.4.

Head down the path away from the farm for about 100m (109 yards) before passing
through the gate on your right and following the well-trodden Old Monks Road down
to the shores of Malham Tarn.

5.

Turn left and head along the gravel track before quickly taking the left fork onto a grass
track, which heads beneath Great Close Hill on your left.

6.

Carry on along this path until you reach a patch of trees on your right. This area is
known as the Great Close Plantation.

7.

After the Great Close Plantation, turn right to join the track heading south. Follow this
track down for about half a mile (0.8km) to return to the start of the trail.

8.


