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SURREY

Margery Wood to the Yew Tree Pub walk
Enjoy this pleasant stroll taking in a traditional pub and some impressive scenery. The chalk downland on this stretch of the North Downs
boasts rare flora and fauna and some of the most magnificent views of the Surrey Hills towards the South Downs.

Information

Address: Margery Wood car park, KT20 7EJ

OS map: TQ 2452 5300

Activity: Walking

Moderate: Some steep ascents and descents, and
undulating paths. For further details, please see Terrain
section. 

Dog friendly: Well-controlled dogs are welcome. Please
keep them on a lead when around grazing livestock.

Full trail: Miles: 3.7 (km: 5.92)

Duration: 1 hour 30 mins

Terrain

Some steep ascents and descents, and undulating
paths. Much of Colley Hill is just grass with no defined
paths. There is a fairly narrow bridge to cross over the
M25.

 

Total steps: 9

Start point: Margery Wood car park, KT20 7EJ. Grid ref: TQ245527.

Leave the car park (marked 1 on the map) by the path in the back right-hand corner that
leads south through the woods. The way-marking sign on this path is 'North Downs
Ridge Circular walk'.

1.

Walk through Margery Wood, over the motorway and through the gate (marked 2 on
the map). Five metres further along, turn left (east) along the track with the fence line
to your left and open downland to your right. To the south one can see Leith Hill on the
right, Gatwick airport in the centre and Reigate to the left. After your last left turn,
make a note of the water tower on your left – you'll need this as a landmark towards the
end of your walk. The track way that you are now walking on is the North Downs Way.

2.

Walk east along this track for about 600 metres and you'll reach the Inglis Memorial.
Take a look at the roof of the structure and the plaque which shows the directions to
local points of interest. After leaving the memorial, continue due east through the gate
and along the track. In this section there are more woods to the south but they open
up from time to time to give you glimpses of the countryside below.

3.

Continue along the pathway where to your left you will see a military-style brick-built
structure. It is believed to date from the Second World War and may have been
connected in some way to the British Army's South East Command centre, which
operated from tunnels on private land below Reigate Hill. Shortly after this you'll come
across a clearing in the trees and a wooden memorial carving. This is in remembrance
of a young American air crew whose plane crashed at this site in March 1945. After
about 200 metres you'll pass two telephone masts, a substation and a water tower.
Reigate Fort is to your right, on the opposite site of the path.

4.

Just after Reigate Fort you'll pass a couple of houses (these used to be the fort keepers'
houses) and then come to a small cross path (marked 5 on the map) with a small pond
just beyond on the right. Take the right-hand turn at this junction. The pathway here
in parts is quite steep. The path splits a little way down; take the right-hand fork which

5.



End point: Margery Wood car park, KT20 7EJ. Grid ref: TQ245527.

is way-marked as a public footpath. Ignore the next right turn and continue down the
hill. At the bottom of the path you'll reach a fence where you need to turn left – you'll
see the road in front of you. If you have a dog with you, please put them on a lead here.

On reaching the road, turn right and walk for about 100 metres to The Yew Tree pub
(marked 6 on the map). On leaving the pub, turn left and retrace your footsteps to the
first left turning (50 metres from the pub, just before Pilgrim's Cottage) and turn up a
slight hill into the road. The track here is quite wide but unsurfaced after the cottages.
During the Second World War, the metal railings outside all of these cottages were
removed.

6.

About 500 metres along this track you'll reach a crossroads (marked 7 on the map),
where you continue straight on (slightly downhill) onto a surfaced road for about 50
metres. You'll soon see posts along the path to prevent vehicular access and a sign
announcing this stretch as the 'Pilgrim's Way' which stretched from Winchester in
Hampshire to Canterbury in Kent.

7.

Once clear of the town, the track has fields to the left and the scarp slope on the right –
follow this (ignoring paths into the valley or up the slope) for about 1,200 metres,
passing the Colley Hill mines until you come to a major track crossing (marked 8 on the
map) where you turn hard right up this new track.

8.

Follow the track up the hill (here you are climbing the scarp face of the North Downs)
through the woods, round the left bend (ignore the steps off to the right) and continue
up Juniper Hill. At the top, as the path flattens out, swing right and then shortly
afterwards turn right again (marked 9 on the map) and you are back on the North
Downs Way. Walk along this path (going east) and to your left in a short time you'll see
through the trees a rather fine Lutyens house as well as a Corporation of London coal
tax post dating to the 1850s. Continue along this path (North Downs Way) in an
easterly direction until you come to a gate which opens onto Colley Hill. Walk through
the gate and follow the fence to your right until you reach the top of the grassy scarp
slope with views over Surrey and Sussex. Follow the grassy path east along the top of
the slope and you'll see the water tower that you noticed at the start of your walk. Walk
towards the tower and you'll come to the gate (marked 2 on the map) which leads to
the bridge over the motorway and back through the woods to the Margery Wood car
park.

9.


