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Tinkley Gate to the Mansion

This family-friendly route leads you from Tinkley Gate down to Woodchester Mansion in the middle of the Park. You'll encounter beautiful views,
lakes and boathouse on this 4.5-mile round trip.
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Information Total stages: 12

Address: Tinkley Ln, Stonehouse GL10 3UH Start point: Tinkley Gate Café, grid ref: SO81397

Activity: Walking 1. Begin at the map outside the Tinkley Gate Café. Head onto the gravel path and turn left in the
Moderate fork in the path, following the purple route arrows — follow this route downhill via the zig-zag
Dog friendly shaped path.

Full trail: Miles: 4.4 (km: 7.04) 2. At the next fork in the path, take the left, following the purple route arrows. Continue to follow

Duration: 1 hour 45 mins - 2 hours 15 mins the purple arrows on this path as it takes you into the woodland and down the hill.

3. At the bottom of the hill, you will come to a picnic bench with a map beside it. The view here
opens up to give you your first opportunity to take in Woodchester Park’s landscape. Head right,
following the gravel path until you reach a fork at the end. This is a long path in the shade of
woodland. To your left you will be able to enjoy views of the landscape, lakes and perhaps even
spot a cow at certain times of year.

4. At the end of the path, where it forks, follow the path to the left, following the purple arrows
down the gravel path. As this path winds around the corner, a building will come into view. This
is the kennels building — the remnants of a worker’s cottage in the landscape. This building
would have kept animals (potentially cows) and was previously attached to a cottage before it
was carefully demolished earlier in the 20th century. You’re welcome to head inside to enjoy
some shelter.

5. Continue your walk past the kennels and cross over the dam. You’ll notice the dam from the
lake on your left (this is Middle Pond) and the steep drop on your right. At the end of the dam,
the path forks again — turn left here and follow this path which follows near to the edge of the
lake, with plenty of benches along the way.

6. At the end of this path, turn right, uphill. At the top of this short hill, turn left onto the path.
Follow this path, passing through the wide gate (closing it behind you) as it winds through the
valley. Pay attention to steps on your left, which you’ll head down on the way back.

7. Once you reach these steps (don’t go down them), carry on straight, following arrows for the
orange route. Follow this path, taking in the ancient woodland on your right (a good place to



spot bluebells in early spring). Keep an eye out on your left on this path, as there is a stone
bench — a feature from Woodchester Park’s Georgian (18th century) parkland design.

8. You will soon come to another fork in the path. Stay left, going straight here. As you carry on
walking, the neo-gothic passion will come into view. Pass through the gate (closing it behind
you) and head to the Mansion.

9. Ifitis an open day, head through the door, which is located near to the path, to enjoy a tour with
Woodchester Mansion Trust (admission prices apply). After you have taken in the Mansion,
head back the way you came.

10. When you get back to the steps we mentioned earlier (they’ll be on your right now), head down
them. Follow this path and pass through the gate (closing it behind you). At the end of the path,
turn right and you will have arrived at the Boathouse, built in the early 19th century (before the
Mansion).

11. Once you have taken in the view of the boathouse, cross over the dam and through the gate at
the end of it, entering a field. Favour a diagonal left in this field, following arrows for the purple
route, until you reach a kissing gate in the top left corner. Cross through it and turn right onto
the path.

12. Follow the path back up to Tinkley Gate. As you head up the hill, you will find benches along
the way, so take a break when you need it. Head back up the zig-zag shaped path and head back
to the start point.

End point: End Point - Tinkley Gate café, grid ref SO81397




