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Plymbridge and Plym Valley woodland wander
Take this gentle circular walk through ancient oak woodlands, beside the beautiful River Plym. Within the woods are remains of the area's
industrial past and there are breathtaking views across the valley from the viaduct. Along the way you may see kingfishers, sea trout,
dippers, peregrine falcon, deer and other wildlife.

Information

Address: Plymbridge Woods, near Plympton, Devon PL7
4SR. Grid ref: SX524585.

OS map: Landranger OS201, Explorer OL20

Activity: Walking

Easy: The terrain is mainly flat with just one flight of
uneven steps. For further information visit the section
marked Terrain.

Dog friendly: Dogs welcome. This is a nice stroll for
dog-walkers, part of which runs along a canal.

Full trail: Miles: 1 (km: 1.6)

Access: Easy

Duration: 30 mins - 40 mins

Terrain

The terrain is mainly flat with just one flight of uneven
steps. On wet days some of the path can be muddy so
wear sensible footwear. 

Total steps: 8

Start point: Plymbridge Woods car park, grid ref: SX524585

End point: Plymbridge Woods car park, grid ref: SX524585

From the car park walk up the incline, passing the new railway platform built by Plym
Valley Railway. Go over the bridge onto the tarmac path.

1.

Walking along the track look down to the canal below. It was constructed in 1829 to
transport slate from the quarry using box-shaped barges pulled by horses.

2.

After walking under a stone bridge on the right you'll see the ruins of railway cottages,
built to house quarry workers. The buildings were converted to a single cottage at the
beginning of the 20th century.

3.

Continue along the track onto the viaduct at Cann Quarry, which was built in 1907 to
replace an earlier version engineered by Augustus Bampton and Isambard Kingdom
Brunel. The stone bases of the original can still be seen.

4.

Look up from the viaduct through the telescopes and you might just see the resident
peregrine falcons on a ledge above you. Their breeding season is from March to July.

5.

Retrace your steps and turn left before the railway cottages. Go down the flight of
steps and in front of you are the remains of a wheel house. The huge wheel was driven
by water, providing power to the cottages.

6.

Pass under the viaduct and turn left onto a narrow path beside the River Plym. The
path will move away from the river and follow the canal.

7.

At the end of the track, go under the stone bridge and through the kissing gate.
Opposite is the car park from where you started.

8.


